
Dear Valued Customer:

	 The Joint Municipal Water and Sewer Commission is pleased to send you the annual 
report on your drinking water quality.  The results for 2007 are excellent.  Of the 120 
contaminants that are tested each year, the Commission met every standard.  Simply put, 
our water is top quality.
	 The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and the SC Department of Health and 
Environmental Control have established standards for drinking water, which are designed 
to protect the consumer from bacteria and water borne illnesses.  This report reflects on the 
Commission’s  commitment and represents a summary of the drinking water quality during 
2007.  This is the tenth annual Consumer Confidence Report.
	 I hope you will take a few moments to read this important report.  The Commission 
has great confidence in the water that is delivered to our customers, and we want you to 
have the same confidence.  Please contact us if you have any questions or comments about 
your water quality.

							       Sincerely,

							       Stephen H. Mann
							       General Manager

Where does my water come from?
	 The Commission draws water from two connections with the City of West Columbia. Both 
connection points are supplied by the surface water treatment plant located on Old Cherokee Road, 
which uses Lake Murray for its water source and has the capacity to produce over thirteen million 
gallons per day, of which the Commission has acquired approximately 4.7 million gallons per day of 
the total capacity. 
	 Approximately seventy three thousand tests were performed at each water treatment facility to 
ensure the drinking water quality for the  City of West Columbia and JMWSC’s Customers. 

Get Involved
The Joint Municipal Water and Sewer 
Commission holds regular meetings on the 
second Wednesday of each month. These 
meetings are conducted at our offices 
located at 2546 Two Notch Road, and begin 
at 5:30 pm. The public is welcome to attend.
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The City of West 
Columbia Source 
Water Assessment
	 The City of West Columbia Source Water 

Assessment Plan is available for your review at  

www.scdhec.net/water/html/srcewtr.html. If you do 

not have internet access, please contact Sidney Varn 

with the City of West Columbia at (803) 957-4596 to 

arrange to review the plan.

Important information 
from EPA

Drinking Water and People 
with Weakened Immune 
Systems:
Some people may be more 
vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the 
general population.  Immuno-
compromised persons such 
as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, 
persons who have undergone 
organ transplants, people with 
HIV/AIDS or other immune 
system disorders, some elderly, 
and infants can be particularly 

at risk from infections. These 
people should seek advice about 
drinking    water from their 
health care providers. EPA\CDC 
guidelines on appropriate means 
to lessen the risk of infection 
by Cryptosporidium and other 
microbiological contaminants 
are  available from EPA’s Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-
426-4791).

Contaminants in Bottled 
Water and Tap Water
   All sources of drinking 
water are subject to  potential 
contamination by substance 
that are naturally occurring or 
man made. Theses substances 
can be microbes, inorganic or 
organic chemicals and radioactive 
substances. All drinking water, 
including bottled water, may  

reasonably be expected to contain 
at least small amounts of some 
contaminants. The presence of 
contaminants does not necessarily 
indicate that the water poses a 
health risk. More information 
about contaminants and potential 
health effects can be obtained 
by calling EPA’s Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline at (1-800-426-
4791).

Is my drinking water safe?
Water supplied by the 
Commission not only meets, but 
exceeds all standards set forth by 
the S.C. Department of Health 
and Environmental Control 
(DHEC) and the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA). 
    

An H2O Lesson:
Flushing
	 If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious 

health problems, especially for pregnant women and 

young children.  Lead in drinking water is primarily from 

materials and components associated with service lines 

and home plumbing.  The Joint Municipal Water and Sewer 

Commission is responsible for providing high quality drinking 

water, but cannot control the variety of materials used in 

plumbing components.  When your water has been sitting 

for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead 

exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes 

before using water for drinking or cooking.  If you are 

concerned about lead in your drinking water, you may wish 

to have your water tested.  

	 Information is available from the Safe Drinking Water 

Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

Important 
Information!
   Please refer to our 

website regarding important 

information on Water System 

Pressures for all water 

customers as outlined in the 

International Plumbing Code 

Section 604.08.  Our website 

is (www.lcjmwsc.com).  We 

also welcome your feedback.

We are on the Web: www.lcjmwsc.com



	 Contaminant 	 MCLG 	 MCL 	 Highest Detected 	 Range 	 Typical Source 	 Sample
				    Level  			   Period

	 Nitrate (ppm) 	 10 	 10 	 0.075 	 0.00 – 0.075 	R unoff from fertilizer use 	 2007

	Fluoride (ppm) 	 4 	 4 	 0.81 	 0.00 - 0.81	E rosion of natural deposits; water 	 2007
						      additive which promotes strong teeth

	C opper (ppm) 	 1.3 	AL =1.3 	 0.086 	 0.002-0.15 	C orrosion of household 	 2007
						      plumbing system

	L ead (ppb) 	 0.0 	AL =15 	 1.6 	NA	C  orrosion of  household 	 2007
						      plumbing system

	Haloacetic Acids 	 0 	 60 ppb 	RAA =33.19 	 30-40 	B y-products of drinking 	 2006
	 (ppb)					     water disinfection

	Lake Murray Plant 
	Chlorine (ppm) 	 MRDL=4 	 MRDL=4 	 2.39 	 0.84-2.44 	 Water additive used to 	 2007
						      control microbes

	T otal Coliform 	 0 	 2 samples 	 0 	NA  		  2007
			   per period

Lake Murray Plant 

Total Organic Carbon 
(ppm)

MCLG

N/A

MCL

TT

Level Found

42% Removal
(35% is required)

Range

30 – 64%
removal

Sample Date

Samples taken 
monthly

Violation

No

Typical Source

Naturally present in 
the environment

 MCL= Maximum Contaminant Level -The highest level of a 
contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCL’s are set 
as close to the MCLG’s as feasible using the best available 
treatment technology.  

MCLG= Maximum Contaminant Level Goal - The level of a 
contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known 
or expected risk of health. 

MRDL= Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level -The highest 
level of a residual disinfectant that is allowed in drinking  water.  

AL= Action Level. - The concentration of a contaminant, which 
if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements, which a 
water system must follow.  

IOC= Inorganic Contaminants.-Chemicals that do not arise 
from living growth, such as metals and minerals. 

NTU=Nephelometric Turbidity Units. -Nephelometric      
turbidity units are a measure of the clarity of the water. 

TTHM= Total Trihalomethanes.-A group of four organic 
compounds that may form when natural organic matter reacts 
with chlorine. 

TT= Treatment Technique.-A required  process intended to 
reduce  the level of a contaminant in  drinking water. 

RAA= Running Annual Average. -An average of the four 
quarters from 2006. 

ND= Not Detected. 

PPM= Parts per million.-One part per million. 

PPB= Parts per billion.-One part per billion.

Regulated Detections
Important 

   Please refer to our 

Pressures for all water 

customers as outlined in the 

International Plumbing Code 

Section 604.08.  O

is (www.lcjmwsc.com).  We 

Turbidity

•	L ake Murray Plant’s highest detected level: 0.30 ntu

•	 MCLG:<0.3 ntu in 95% of samples per month.

•	P ossible sources: soil runoff.

Total Trihalomethanes

•	 MCLG: 	 0

•	 MCL:	 80 ppb

•	R ange  =    	 32—40

•	H ighest Detected Level:  RAA = 36.13

•	 Source:  by-product of drinking water disinfection

2007

Key: 



Paying your bill just got easier.

Pay Online at www.lcjmwsc.com
Now you can pay your bill when it’s most convenient for you and getting  
started is as easy as the click of a mouse!

Simply have your account number and mailing address ready and log on  
to our website to enroll.

Direct Payments via ACH Bank draft
A reliable, confidential and efficient electronic payment alternative to  
paper checks.

You may use your checking or savings account and you don’t need a  
computer or Internet access. Call our Customer Service Department  
at 359-8373 opt 2 to enroll.

Keep watching for our new drive-thru and drop box!

The Joint Municipal Water and Sewer Commission is working hard to make your 
life easier by offering several payment options.
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