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What We All 
Can Do 

JMWSC also wants to remind 
the public about the need to 
protect our sources for 
drinking water.  The taste and 
odor issue is not caused by 
water treatment processes; 
it is the result of adverse 
impacts on Lake Murray.  
 

The EPA suggests several 
ways to protect our drinking 
water sources.  Some 
examples of source water 
protection include:
 

Best management practices 
for agricultural and forestry 
activities or stormwater 
control;
 

Limiting potential damaging 
activities in source water 
areas; and
 

Educating local industry, 
businesses, and citizens on 
pollution prevention and 
source water protection. 

What You Can Do
As we investigate the long-
term solutions, one step 
customers can take in the 
short-term to help reduce 
taste and odor issues is to 
pour their tap water into a 
pitcher and refrigerate it 
overnight.  
 
This brochure, and additional 
information on the steps 
being taken by JMWSC and 
other area water providers, 
can be found on our website 
at www.lcjmwsc.com.  
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The Challenge
Because of rising 
temperatures, heavier 
rainfalls, and changes to the 
runoff entering Lake Murray 
in recent years, algal blooms 
in the lake are impacting our 
region’s main source of water 
with greater frequency, 
causing unpleasant changes 
to the taste and odor of the 
finished drinking water.  
 
As a result, Joint Municipal 
Water and Sewer 
Commission (JMWSC) has 
announced a series of steps it 
is taking in cooperation with 
other area water providers to 
address taste and odor issues.  
 
Taste and odor impacts were 
expected to reoccur in the 
summer and fall of 2020.  
However, JMWSC is already 
receiving reports of higher-
than-normal geosmin levels 
in Lake Murray’s water this 
spring.

Geosmin is an organic 
compound often produced 
by algal blooms that 
produces taste and odor 
impacts; the word “geosmin” 
literally translates to “earthy 
smell.”  The human nose is 
especially sensitive to the 
smell.
 
While every attempt will be 
made to lessen taste and 
odor issues using water 
treatment processes, there 
are limits water providers can 
do to eliminate the issue at 
this time.
 
While the drinking water can 
be aesthetically unpleasing 
during these algal blooms, 
the water is safe to drink.  
 
JMWSC and its water 
provider, West Columbia, 
operate significant water 
quality monitoring programs 
to ensure federal and state 
water quality standards are 
always met.

What We're Doing
To arrive at the correct long-
term solution for the 
problem, JMWSC is 
partnering with the City of 
West Columbia and the 
Town of Lexington to study 
and test a variety of 
treatment strategies.  
 
We’re also collaborating with 
the University of South 
Carolina and the South 
Carolina Department of 
Health and Environmental 
Control to share water quality 
and soil sample analyses 
from Lake Murray, as well as 
online temperature 
measurements.  
 
West Columbia is also 
moving forward with a 
preliminary engineering 
report of its anticipated water 
treatment plant expansion, 
which will include an 
enhanced capability to 
address the issue.  


